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Controversial Hate Speech
Code Under Consideration
By Christopher Hedges
Staff Writer

Nine VU Law students braved the frigid cold to travel
to Washington, D.C. on January 21, to protest the
Supreme Court's ruling in Roe v Wade. See story,
PHOTO BY FRED TECHUN
page 6.
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Wisdonz of the Ag~~:
"There are just two
rules of governance
in a free society:
Mind your own business.
Keep your
hands to yourself."

- P.J. O'ROURKE

Wanting to protect students
from insensitive comments, Valparaiso University is exploring
the reinstatement of a racial
harassment code. A sexual
harassment code restricting language is in the works.
The VU Senate Campus
Community Policy Committee
(CCPC) passed a revision of the
hate speech code. The revision
was scheduled to be taken up by
the full Senate on February 16.
Due to the print schedule, information concerning the full Senate
meeting was unavailable at the
time of printing.
The current code, in suspension while being reviewed, prohibits language that is insulting,
abusive, and which could provoke a negative or violent reaction by the listener. A fairly
broad interpretation is possible
from the language, which has
raised concerns in the university
community.
Professor Bruce Berner, Vice
Chair of the CCPC, was asked to
review the proposal, and he consulted with Professors Ivan

private university."
Bodensteiner and Rosalie LevinBoth Berner and Bodensteinson before submitting a new draft
er noted that the old policy did
to the committee.
not focus on intent while this one
Last year new harassment
policies were implemented under does.
Bodensteiner observed that
a tight time-line. Fearing possithe new code is directed at deterble First Amendment violations,
ring speech that has already been
the Senate suspended the hate
found to be unprotected by the
speech code, pending reevaluaConstitution. "The code seems to
tion.
be limited to the fighting words
"Although the University, as
doctrine of Chaplinsky [a 1942
a private institution, does not norSupreme Court case, holding that
mally fall under the First
fighting words are not protected
Amendment," said Berner, "[the
speech]. But from the perspecUniversity] wanted to be true to
the principles the Amendment tive of the victim, it doesn't mean
much to tell him or her that the
represents."
insulting words aren't protected.
Berner noted that the old poliThere may be a need to try to
cy seemed overbroad. "I saw
deter [the offensive speech]
Stanford's approach and like it,"
through appropriate rules."
said Berner, referring to a narAccording to accounts in the
rower hate speech code which is
Torch, the undergraduate paper,
being emulated throughout the
country. Major components of the debate involved speech sanctions and re-education for violaVU's new code are similar to
tors.
Stanford's.
"Those for speech sanctions
Professor Levinson said she
support the termination of all
was influenced by Stanford's polhate speech by punishing those
icy as well. "[The Stanford poliwho use it. Proponents of educacy] seems like it would stand up
tion support the mandatory impleto Constitutional scrutiny," said
Levinson. "If it will be upheld mentation of measures to educate
those who use hate speech and
for a public university, the
SEE SPEECH CODE, PAGE 8
thought is that it will be fme for a

Faculty Proposes Controversial Curriculum Changes
By Patrick G. McCarthy
Managing Editor
Little seen and little discussed have been
the forthcoming changes in next fall's first
year curriculum. These changes were drafted
and formulated last semester by the Curriculum Committee under the direction of Professor Robert Blomquist. Law student Kevin
(2L), as well as Faculty Representative Renee
George (lL) attended various forums on the
proposed changes.
In a secret ballot taken at the December
1, 1993, General Faculty Meeting. it was
decided 17-3 to approve the proposed
changes. Faculty Representatives Renee
George and George Straschnov (3L) voted to
approve the changes. Julie Dom, the 2L Faculty Representative was not able to attend the
vote and was not able to proxy her vote to
S.B.A. President, Kip Winters. A single presentation on the proposals was given to the
S.B.A. by Kevin Sprecher as he had been
invited to participate on the Curriculum Committee.
Changes approved for the Fall Semester
will be Civil Procedure to a 5 credit hour
course, making Criminal Law a 3 credit hour
course, making Contracts a 4 credit hour
course, and keeping Legal Problems as a 2
credit hour course and retaining a single credit course in Ethics. This totals 15 credit
hours.
The Spring Semester schedule will
include 4 credit hours of Constitutional Law
(which will be taught in two sections by Professors Levinson and Bodensteiner), 5 credit
hours of Property, 4 credit hours of Torts and
2 credit hours in Legal Problems II, again
totalling 15 credit hours.
Generally, there is a collapsing of first
year courses into single semesters, and an
overall reduction in credit hours required in

several of the courses. For instance, if now
there is a requirement of five or six credit
hours in a given course over two semesters,
there would be a reduction to perhaps 4 or 5
hours required, but compressed into a single
semester. This is called "semesterization".
Ethics and Legal Problems remain the
same. Specifically, first year students will be
required to take much longer exams, but
fewer total exams each semester. The work
load remains constant as far as Legal Problems and Ethics, but Ethics will begin in the
First Semester.
The idea of semesterization is relatively
new in legal educational circles, and is not
original to the V.U. School of Law. Documents obtained by The F orwn provide insight
and reflect concerns over this major revision
in the law school's curriculum structure.
In an October 8, 1993 memorandum to
all faculty, Professor Blomquist referred to
several other curriculum committee proposals
from other law schools following this trend.
Among them were Nova Law School, University of Dayton Law School, Columbia University School of Law, the University of Missouri at Kansas City Law School, Mercer
School of Law, and the University of Richmond to name a few. All are members of the
American Associations of Law Schools
(AALS) of which V.U.S.L. is as well.
A November 18, 1993 memorandum to
all faculty, deans, librarians and S.B.A. members from Professor Blomquist may provide
students with reasons for the approved curriculum. The memo notes a desire to " ... prevent a law school teaching model overemphasizing substantive law coverage which the
Committee concludes may detract from critical legal thinking." Further, the model traditionally used is perceived to create "a lockstep, large class pattern needed to accommodate required classes, and thereby reduces stu-

dent's chances ... to interact with the faculty on
a deeper.. .intellectuallevel." Another rational
noted in this same memo is a trend in some
schools to forsake the classic, traditional First
year Curriculum established in the 19th century by Harvard Law School's Christopher
Columbus Langdell; ''If Langdell' s world is
not our world... then why does his substantive
and structural first year curriculum still persist?" Also, the Committee seeks to "deemphasize the role doctrinal coverage in favor
of teaching critical legal reasoning." Professor Blomquist states that it is the responsibility of the law school to teach critical thinking,
citing Roger Abrams & Michael Mas inter,
The New Nova Curriculum: Training
Lawyers for the Twenty-First Century, 12
Nova L. Rev. 77 (1987).
Other reasons cited in the same November 18 memorandum include enhancement of
student performance, providing more flexibility in class room scheduling as well as with
future curriculum scheduling in the upper
class courses, and keeping in line with national trends.
While such rationale appears sound to
many at first blush, there have been a few
concerns that have surfaced in li~ht of the
change, particularly as V.U.S.L. may move
away from the doctrinal, "nuts and bolts" of
law, and into more theoretical approaches.
Professor Stith has pointed to at least a possibility that somewhat controversial theories,
such as Critical Legal Thinking, could invade
some course content to the detriment of the
student on later bar testing. In a "tongue-incheek" comment, Professor Stith suggested
that the law school require shorter lunch
hours so that people spend less time eating
and more time talking.
Associate Dean Vandercoy has stated
"we are fixing something that is not broken
SEE CURRICULUM CHANGE, PAGE 10
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Career Services Corner
By Gail Peshel
Director, Career Services

Chuck Davis, White House Correspondent, patiently waits for his interview with the President on the occasion of the annual March For Life, January 21. See related story, page 6.
PHoro BY ToM BETKER

Letter to the Editor

Law School Needs Director of Multi-Culturalism
Valparaiso University has
been asked by various students to
consider creating a new position
or job description "Director of
Multi-Cultural Affairs." The
individual chosen for this position
would have numerous responsibilities and obligations which are
currently allocated among faculty
and administration. Creating
such a position would result in the
consolidation of these responsibilities.
If you are of the assumption
such a position is not required
here at the University, then you
do not understand nor appreciate
the "Problem." Many students
are not aware there is a Problem,
through no fault of their own,
because they are not in or do not
share the same concerns as
minorities. I capitalize the word
Problem because the ongoing
Problem has not been thoroughly
and effectively addressed by the
University. The result is minority
students continuosly face the
same dilemma: housing, racial
discrimination, financial concerns, and a general intolerance
which is especially notable by the
student newspaper. These contribute to a feeling of inadequacy
among minority students, low self
esteem, alienation, and low academic performance.
You must understand, I am
not blaming anyone for the century old predicament which has
placed minorities in the position
they fmd themselves in today; an
excuse often used to dismiss any
complaints that minorities voice.
Instead I am taking time to simply
state the obvious.
Valparaiso University seeks a
multi-cultural experience for all
students, whether they be undergraduates or law students. In
addition, the University has openly endeavored to actively recruited minorities, for whatever reason. The University sends potential students a colorful handbook,
depicting life and law school in
smiles and sunshine. I received
one, and as most students felt a
sense of caring and compassion,
and that the law school would live
up to the ideals published in its
advertisement

For Example, African Americans have experienced overt and
covert discrimination from landlords, whose rental units were
located in the Law School handbook. The University has only
recently adopted a policy whereby requiring landlords to practice
fair and color neutral housing.
How recent has this major change
occurred? It is still being kicked
around in administration.
As of last year law students
can live in dorms and many
African-American students can
easily remember being encouraged by administration to live or
relocate to University housing.
The Problem with this situation is
the University spends our ever
increasing tuition dollars to attract
minorities, from all over the U.S.,
and apparently once they are here
the University will terminate its
responsibility.
Instead of
addressing the Problem the University shuffles students into
housing in an attempt to shelter
and protect them from a reality
the University, in my opinion, has
done nothing to rectify.
It was suggested, instead of
cre~ting a new position, the present director of Multi-cultural
Affairs for the undergraduate
would on a part-time basis work
here at the Law School. Such a
suggestion is not feasible nor
based on rational in-depth
thought A direct analogy can be
made to the one and only ghost
financial aid advisor, when
according to visible posted hours,
he still cannot be found. Because
we must share his services with
the undergraduates, he isn't in a
position to effectively and efficiently serve the needs of law students. The result is a feeling of
frustration because important
questions aren't being addressed
for law students.
In addition, the present
undergraduate Director of MultiCultural Affairs has an entirely
separate agenda which is geared
toward solving dilemmas occurring on the undergraduate campus. Students 18-22 years of age
experience life on a different
sphere than that of a 23-60 year
old. By its very nature the law
school experience is a unique sit-

nation from that of the undergraduate experience. This suggestion
creates the same situation, minority affairs and responsibility not
being addressed thoroughly
because one individual will be
spread too thin.
The new director would wear
many hats, one would be to investigate complaints of discrimination and racism in housing on or
around campus. When the University fmally establishes the fair
and equal housing contracts to be
signed by landlords, it will need
an individual free of other constraints to investigate any violations of what is presently a federal law.
Another hat the director
would wear is the head of recruiting. This task in the past has
been assigned to minority law
students. African-American law
students are usually employed by
administration to recruit potential
minority students. What is apparent is the administration, by its
own acts, has itself admitted the
need for a minority to recruit
other minorities. Such is an
unfair burden to place on the
shoulders of law students.
As an individual charged
with the responsibility of multicultural affairs, the director would
address these very situations and
others as they arise. Such as the
planning of Martin Luther King
day, the Chinese New Year,
Hanukkah and other minority
activities. The University has an
important opportunity to develop
true diversity and multiculturalism. Dean Gaffney subjects a
captive audience to films ·proceeded by discussion and small
groups in an attempt to broaden
the ideology of law students. He
understands the basic concept that
you can never stop learning,
unless and until you close your
mind to new concepts. It should
be the same for multi-cultural
ideas and concepts that many students have never been exposed to.
It would create a harmonious
environment and further the educational process.
Leslie Andrews

Three segments of the legal
employment sector were represented in a panel presentation
about jobs development last week
at a NALP program for Deans at
the ABA conference. Small
firms, large firms with offices in
numerous cities, and the U.S. Justice Department were represented
by attorneys who manage hiring
for these employers. These hiring
attorneys made several statements
that should be shared with jobseeking students.
The hiring attorneys emphasized the critical importance of
students to "stand out" in an
application and interview by
exhibiting enthusiasm, energy
and an awareness of who the
employer is and what the employer does. "Law students will not
be successful with our very
focused fmn by approaching us in
an unfocused manner." said Keith
Moxon, an attorney with a small
firm in Seattle, Washington.
"Focus the outreach and contact,"
Moxon advised. "We want specific letters from students who
know about and show interest in
our firm."
Linda Cinciotta of the U.S.
Justice Department referred to the
application process when she stat-

ed that students from every law
school are considered by Justice;
and 100 different law schools
were represented in their recent
hiring of 200 attorneys. "What
we really care about, Cinciotta
said, 'is the qualifications and
accomplishments of individual
students." "The Department of
Justice values writing skills very
highly," she said. '"Qinical skills
and client counseling experience
is very important and gives our
attorneys a real head start as litigators. Moot court competitions
are also extremely important."
"But." she added,
"T he
Department of Justice does hire
many, many judicial clerks. A
presumption of merit can be
assumed for clerks," Cinciotta
continued. "Not only have they
developed their writing skills,
they have gained a knowledge of
the inner workings of the judiciary and the judicial mind. This is
extremely helpful because attorneys will spend the bulk of their
time in court."
"Most important," she added,
"is a sincere interest in the job. In
less competitive job markets it is
easier to discern who was sincerely interested in government and
public service work. Now we
scrutinize course work, volunteer
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Viewpoints
Pilgrim In An
Unholy Land
Nothing we can .do. will ~ver
erase the past. It 1s dlog•c~,
therefore, to be so obsessed w•th
the past that we forget where we
On Hate, Separatism,
are going. I take pride in my
Farrakban, and Other
Celtic heritage, and I draw inspiAnti-American Notions
ration from the achievements of
my Scottish forefathers. I know
"If they're gonna bring in
that my ancestors suffered at the
Louis Farrakhan, they should
hands of the Romans and the
balance him out by bringing in
English, but nothing I can do
David Duke." It surprises me
will change that fact. I can
how often I have heard that senwhimper and complain for the
timent expressed over the past rest of my life about that injuscouple of weeks. It surprises me
tice; I can separate myself from
primarily beca~se those. w.ho
everyone who isn't Scottish and
suggest such a thing are mtss•~g
denounce the Windsor family for
the point completely. The pomt
ruling over my ancestral homeis that you can't balance out a
land.
hate-monger with another hateBut why bother? The fact is
monger. Trying to balance Farthat even if my family were
rakhan with Duke is like trying
somehow, miraculously, restored
to balance Hitler with Mussolini.
to the Scottish throne, I would
Both stand for the same, flawed
rather be here, in the United
principle: that one race is supeStates, as an impoverished law
rior to another and, consequentstudent, than live anywhere else
ly, one race must be inferior to
on earth as royalty.
another.
Farrakhan correctly notes the
The Week of Challenge
· injustices suffered by Blacks,
Committee invited Farrakhan to
but he seems to think that he can
speak after adopting a mission
erase all of that by warring with
statement that seeks to
his fellow Americans. He
"enhanc[e] positive image, attistrikes out at his fellow man and
tude, and pride throughout the
then displays righteous indignaentire Valparaiso Community."
tion when he is taken to task for
Someone apparently thought that
his messages of hate.
Farrakhan could do this. I have
The whole point of this
yet to be convioced.
country- and it's something
I propose that more approprithat Farrakhan seems to have
ate goal for the Week of Chalmissed - is that no matter how
lenge is to try, for just one week,
long a person has been in this
to stop focusing on what -we are,
country, no matter what circumand focus instead upon who we
stances brought him to this
are. Let us try to put our differcountry, and no matter what that
eoces behind us and look instead
person was before he came here,
to what makes us similar. In
America is still the land of
America, our origins should
opportunity, and we are all better
matter less than our destinations;
off here than we would be anythat's what Democracy is all
where else.
about.
Although we can look to the
Louis Farrakhan is not doing
past and draw inspiration from
a service to anyone: blacks,
it, we should remember that the
uLouis Farrakhan stands past is history and we must live
for the exact opposite of for the future. America remains
Emerson called it 150
what this country repre- what
years ago: "The country of
sents. He isn't challenging tomorrow."
us to climb to greater
That's not to say that Ameriheights- he is appealing ca doesn't have its problems, but
the great thing about America is
to our basest instincts and that
every problem presents a
bringing us all down to possibility; every difficulty is
new de ths."
simply a door for greater
achievement. It has been said
whites, Jews or Gentiles. His is
that the greatness of a people is
the politics of hate - the strategy
judged not by the miles it walks,
of divisiveness. Farrakhan seeks
but by the mountains it climbs,
to achieve equality by reminding
so we must not stand bickering
everyone of what makes them
at the foothills while Everest
different from everyone else.
beckons.
America's greatness rests not
Louis Farrakhan stands for
only in the diversity of its peothe exact opposite of what this
ple. but in the ability of its peocountry represents. He isn't
ple to work and live together in
challenging us to climb to
spite of their diversity. We can
greater heights - he is appealing
all take pride in our cultural her· to our basest instincts and bringitage; Scots, Germans, Chinese,
ing us all down to new depths.
Africans- all have contributed
Emerson was right: this is
to the building and prosperity of
the country of tomorrow.
America, but we could not have
Tomorrow will be defined by
done it alone, nor could we have
what we do today. Bringing
come as far as we have if we had
Louis Farrakhan to campus can
been unwilling to come together
do nothing else but cast a pall
as one people, one culture, and
over all of this University's
one nation.
tomorrows.

By Mike Thompson
Editor-in-Chief
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In the Eye of the .S torm
Patrick G. McCarthy
Eye of the Storm
If there are reasons for writing this column, indeed, if there
is a purpose for The Forum itself,
it is to create dialogue by providing information and viewpoints
to the students at this school. It
is, ultimately, a paper by and for
the students.
Several of us who manage
this paper come from a distinct
point of view, a view that is not
always popular nor correct in socalled "intellectual circles." For
this, we do not apologize, and as
we represent, perhaps, a minority
position, we implore you to
adhere to the much touted belief
in multi-culturalism and diversity
by respecting our cultural and
social beliefs. After all, what
good is it to say that students
must have an open mind when it
remains open only for the popular, the trendy, or the politically
correct?

But while I ask for at least a
modicum of respect, I would
never say you have to agree. In
fact, if I can generate letters of
protest or, more euphemistically,
"heated but constructive dialogue," then I will have done my
job for the paper and for the
V.U.SL. community.
There seems to be, sadly,
some who think (I will never say
"feel" since people ought not to
feel, but to think when communicating) this paper is in the exclusive and singular control of those
who are out of touch with the
values of the day, those who
"simply don't get it," those who
have "yet to evolve." While
some editorial positions might fit
those contemporary labels, it is
simply not true that the paper
exists only for the exposition of
those ideas to the detriment or
harm of others. The stated policy
of this paper, as endlessly

expressed in past issues, to the
S.B.A. and to students in general,
is that this paper is open to all.
Anybody may write to or for it
and this paper will not nor has it
ever kept opposing or alternative
views out of its pages.
It has also been brought to my
attention that there are some who
have complained only to the
S.B.A. about content issues of the
paper. I can only ask why no one
came to us fJJ"St? Is it the role of
the S.B.A. (government) to handle what is written in The Forum

uwe are not, contrary to
hyperbolic belief, a den of
skin-headed Nazis waiting
to turn our sword-like pens
against the sacrificial, literary offerings of an emotionally laden, tender, liberal
waif who has gained
enough community nurturing and empowerment to
dare submit!"
(newspaper)? We are not unapproachable. We are not, contrary
to hyperbolic belief, a den of
skin-beaded Nazis waiting to tum
our sword-like pens against the
sacrificial, literary offerings of an
emotionally laden, tender, liberal
waif who has gained enough
community nurturing and
e~powerment to dare submit! In
fact, it is all we can do to get you
future lawyers to write on issues
that interest you!
And if any of you are intimidated by our rather soft-spoken
Editor, or by me, a man of a mere
5 '4" stature, then please reconsider the profession you have
chosen because there may be a
Federal courtroom in your future
with a judge appointed by none
other than Ronaldus Magnus who
will tear you to itty-bitty, whimpering pieces the moment she
detects an ounce of insecurity in
your argument We at least give
you a kinder, gentler opportunity

to advocate!
Finally, all this is not to say
that anything you submit has to
be of some political bent. We
will be very pleased to have various articles, essays, informational
items, calendars of events, organizational updates, confirmed
rumors and computer-room gossip, jokes (tasteful), case citations, rejected law review notes,
opinion slips, movie critiques
(Courtney), sports predictions,
coded messages, law school
crime statistics, professor profiles, staff profiles, profiles of
me, legal unemployment statistics, dressing hints for lawyers,
dressing hints for deans, testimonials by the silent majority of C
students, rebuttals by A students,
love letters, fantasy letters, cartoons and other serious art, and
even an occasional bit of poetry.
For those of you who
expressed concern and even outrage over the fact that the S.B.A.
denied (cut) funding to The
Forum, your support was greatly
appreciated. As to the session we
had on Feb. 8 with members of
the S .B.A. finance committee, I
had attempted to record the meeting for a future article, but was
told by Kip Winters that he preferred not to be taped. (Again,
there are some students who may
have a difficult time in the legal
profession if they are adverse to
minor things like recorded meetings.) All I really can say is that
despite the closed atmosphere of
the dialogue, things seem to have
gone well and The Forum has
resubmitted its budget in full,
without change, to the S.B.A for
approval at the next meeting. We
encourage all to attend, though
you may wish to check if it will
be an open meeting. Feel free to
bring any concerns you have
about The Forum, or the S.B.A.
to that meeting. Kip can tell you
the date.

Letters to the Editor
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White Misses Point of Political Art
We were very disturbed during the
past week or so to learn that the SBA was
considering cutting SBA funds to The
Forum Come on. what ' s the reason:
was The Forum "tapping" into SBA beer
funds? Although students might not
always agree with the views and ideas
that are printed here (as we know from
personal experience), we have to admit
that the paper is something which often
fuels some debates in the hallways of our
school. Perhaps more importantly, The
Forum is something which invokes much
entertainment and, sometimes, pure wonderment, at the swill which some of The
Forum's staff regularly presents as intelligent commentaries. Case in point: Charlie White's rousing article in the paper's
last issue. In fact, Chuckie, as he is fond
of calling himself, was brazen enough to
wonder why people never respond to his
rubbish writing. Well, Chuckie, we have
a few possible reasons for that. The flrst,
and most logical, reason is that people,
like us, thought that your writing was
simply a joke. In reference to some of
Chuckie's previous "work," we've often
heard people say things such as, "He
can't possibly be serious," or ''This is a
funny one." Quite excusably, people did
not respond because they did not think
Chuckie was serious. One of the other
reasons why people did not respond to
Chuckie 's previous articles is because
they probably were afraid it would go to
his head. It appears that this was a legitimate fear because Chuckie was so bold as
to beg people to respond to his rants.
But, at the outset, we would like to stress
the difficulty in responding rationally to
the irrational.
First of all, as a general matter,
Chuckie missed the entire point of the latest art exhibit in the atrium. It was
labeled "Political Art." As such, people
will expect, and welcome, seeing this
kind of display. Chuckie seemed more
interested in seeing more of the same:
something we have affectionately termed
"conservative art": more pictures of
Supreme Court Justices, more treatises,
and statements from landmark cases.
Don't get us wrong; these pictures have
their place in om law school. Literally they have a place in the school. Not only
are these already displayed throughout
the school, in the library, the administration offices, and the courtroom, but we
also have the smiling pictures of those
who have left this place long behind
adorning the hallway.
The tenn "political art" is something
which is going to convey a message. For
example, the poster with the identical
male and female with the labels
"straight," "gay," and "lesbian" was
meant, and did, teach the lesson that
homosexuals are just like Chuckie and
these writers. But, apparently the lesson
was lost on Chuckie. He goes on to
assume that all his readers are heterosexual ... and, hopefully, for his sake, closeminded.
He continues by saying that if you do
not accept this, you are a "racist." No,
Chuckie, a better label for you would be a
"homophobe." Do the artists' lessons perhaps strike to close to home? Does it
make you nervous that you can't tell just
by looking at people whether they are
"gay" or "straight?" Do you wonder
when men look at you whether they
desire you or not?
After reading your "article," Chuckie,
we were uncomfortable with your use of
the word ''racist." So we looked it up.
Mr. Webster said racism is "a belief that
race is the primary determinant of human
traits and capacities and that racial differ-

ences produce an inherent superiority of a
particular race." According to your plain
language, Chuckie, you have put yourself
in a position of superiority over all you
consider inferior. Do you think we are
bending your words when you say, "1, for
one, do not accept homosexuality as 'normal,"' or "my aversion to homosexuality
is focused at the behavior more than at
the person." So, Chuckie, tell us when
you started formulating societal norms?
What gives you the right to say what is
normal and what isn' t? Do you consider
all which is outside of your " white, male,
middle-to-upper socio-economic class"
abnormal? Chuckie, one of the many

things you need is a healthy dose of tolerance - tolerance for your fellow human
beings.
As for your critique on people's possible response to the threat of an invasion,
you completely mischaracterize Ghandi 's
teachings. To paraphrase an age-old
maxim: it is far better to die for a noble
cause than to live for no cause. Chuckie,
for all the good and noble things that you
found ridiculous, things such as world
peace, environmental concern and
activism, illiteracy and homelessness, we
would like you to print an article on what
you would be willing to take a stand on.
Would it be federalism? Reaganomics?

The Almighty Dollar? Blood for Oil?
Assassination of World Leaders? Tell us,
Chuckie, what would it take?
We would like to thank you for being
broad minded enough to care about someone ' s condition other than your own.
Can you smell that? That's sarcasm.
And, finally, we hope that this feeds
your augmented ego, Chuckie. Munch
away.

Kerri Campbell
and Melissa Wiersema

U.S. Should Intervene In Bo snia
I saw a strange picture the other
day. There was a woman and a child
lying in a street, bleeding. Both were
dead. They were innocent victims of the
fighting in Bosnia, or formerly
Yugoslavia. I thought it odd because I
know most Americans look at it and do
not care. When I asked someone about
the picture their response was, "So what?!
We have enough problems right here
without worrying about other countries."
To me that is only a half truth. We do
have problems here, but America is a
world leader, albeit reluctant.
It amazes me how persistent the
isolationist attitude is within our country.
In World War I, which incidentally started in Sarejevo with the assassination of
Archduke Ferdinand, the United States
stayed out for over three years. In the
meantime millions of Europeans lost their
lives. It was a brilliant strategy on our
part, if only we had planned it that way
and not by accident.
In World War II we were back to our old
ways and did not get involved until the
attack on Pearl Harbor. Here we are 40
years later and still reluctant.
Fighting in Bosnia began with
the collapse of Yugoslavia. Each region
slowly declared its independence: Slovenia in the north, Macedonia in the south,
Serbia to the east. When Bosnia declared
independence against Serbia's wishes,
Serbia attacked. Yugoslavia was a country of many different ethnic groups,
including Muslims. In each new country
there were various ethnic groups. In Serbia the Serbs were in the majority, but in
Bosnia, which included Serbs, there was
no majority. So Serbia attacked to bring
the Serbs within their boarders. But Serbia did not attack the Croats in Bosnia,
instead they attacked the Muslims. And
not only did they attack the Muslim soldiers, but also the civilians: women and
children. This was to be a total war to
annihilate the Muslims and get rid of

them for good. Just last year the Croats
joined in attacking the Muslims.
In the meantime, the United
Nations passed a resolution forbidding
any weapons sales to any of the sides .
They also made the region a no-fly zone
enforced by NATO jet fighters. The latter has proven to be very effective.
Although weapons to any large extent are
not sold to the Bosnians, the Serbs are
supplied regularly by Romania and Bulgaria. So the Serbs have food, ammunition, and most importantly, since this now
can only be a ground war, artillery and
tanks. It is rather difficult for the Muslims, no supplies, no heavy weaponry.
They hold their ground as long as they
can and try to arrange with the UN for
safe evacuation of the women and children. Both sides have resorted to despicable acts to try to gain advantage,
including raping women, and, again,
killing women and children. The difference now is that the Muslims are losing
so quickly it has become a slaughter.
The Muslims have refused to
sign a peace treaty because the terms
given by the Serbs would restrict the
Muslims to a few isolated areas. Not
wishing to be further emasculated, they
fight on and pray for the day when the
UN will come to their rescue.
I can understand Americans'
reluctance to fight I do not understand
our ignorance. We are a world power and
yet we know little about the world in
which we live and we like it that way.
There is one easy alternative available .
We could make it an even "playing" fleld
by lifting the anns embargo and allowing
arms sales to the Muslims. With artillery
and tanks the Muslims would at least
have a chance. The Senate recently considered repealing the arms embargo
against former Yugoslavia and instead
passing a resolution to lift the UN embargo.
The problem is that this would

be promoting the war and arming a group
tha t has done some atrocious acts,
although not as many as the Serbs. But
the alternative is the slow annihilation of
the Muslims. One estimate I heard put
the Muslim losses at over 100,000. After
the 6 million Jews were slaughtered during WWII we promised that it would
never happen again. Then there was
Cambodia where the Khymer Rouge took
control and slowly massacred 3 million of
their own people. Now we have Bosnia.
The numbers keep getting smaller, but it
is the same principle. The public did not
know exactly what was going on in Germany or Cambodia, but we cannot plead
such ignorance about Bosnia. It makes
me sick to just sit back and watch and do
nothing about it. It amazes me how my
fellow citizens sit back and do not even
care.
Dale Stache

SBA Sho uld Be
Accou ntable
I have heard that there has been a
great deal of controversy over how the
staff of The Foru m is spending SBA
funds. I think it is about time that the
SBA is asking the Editors of The Forum
to account for and justify how they are
spending their money. Since it is such a
good idea that persons should be accountable for how they spend student funds, I,
as I am sure many other students, would
like to know how much money the SBA
receives and how they spend what they
do receive. Accountability is important,
but it is even more important that those
who make or enforce the rules comply
with them. Therefore, if it is important
that the SBA know how the editors of
The Forum are spending SBA funds, it is
equally important that we, as students,
know how the SBA is spending and allocating our money. Thus, in keeping with
SBA policy, I recommend that someone
in SBA bear the same burden that the editors of The Forum are being asked to
bear, that is, namely, to come forward and
explain how student money is being spent
and why it is being spent the way that the
SBA is spending it. Not only do the students deserve to know this, but also the
SBA has an obligation to disclose this
information to them.
Ben Bush
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The Vince Foster ''Suicide''
It Deserves a
Second Look
By Troy D. Clayton
Contributor
On July 20, 1993, Vince Foster,
the White House deputy counsel, was
found dead in a park in Washington, DC.
Soon after the body was discovered, the
police alleged that suicide was the cause
of death. Until January 27, 1994, little
about the death of Vince Foster, and the
suicide determination by the police, was
questioned, then Christopher Ruddy
entered the picture. Mr. Ruddy is the
investigative reporter for the New York
Post who has uncovered new information
about various aspects of the case and is
the frrst media person to openly question
whether this death was truly a suicide.
In a series of articles written for
the New York Post, Ruddy raised various
questions and doubts about the case that I
have broken into three different categories: crime scene, police investigation,
and White House involvement. The facts
of this case can apply to more than one
category, but the questions derived from
the facts point in different directions
according to their relationship to the three
categories.
The first set of questions deal
with the crime scene. Specifically, what
did the crime scene look like? What is
now known is that Foster was found lying
on his back on the ground and the gun
allegedly used in the death was in his
hand, which was down at his side. There
was no blood on the gun barrel and very
little blood on Foster's shirt. Finally, the
bullet that killed Foster was not found at
the crime scene.
Based on what is known about
the crime scene, serious doubts about the
park police' s determination that suicide
was the cause of death can be raised.
First, it is very rare when a suicide is
committed for the victim to keep the gun
in his or her hand. Usually, the gun drops
from the victim's hand after the trigger is
pulled. Second, a body will very rarely
fall backwards after the victim has pulled
the trigger. Usually, the body will fall forward or to the side, leaving the victim in
a fetal position. Third, when the point of
entry for the bullet is located inside the
mouth, the gun barrel should be covered
with blood. Lastly, when a person shoots
himself in the head, the speed of the bullet usually slows as it travels through the
brain, and upon exiting the head, drops
relatively close to the body.
The second set of questions deal
with the investigation itself. Specifically,
how was the investigation conducted and
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how was suicide, as the cause of death,
determined? What is now known is that
the investigation was conducted by the
park police. The police n~ver ran ballistics on the gun and never took fingerprints from Foster's car, which was
parked close to the crime scene. Further,
the police never even used anything other
than eyesight in their attempt to find the
bullet that entered Foster's head via his
mouth. They did not secure Foster's
office until the morning after the body
was found, and as a result, did not find
his appointment book, which had recorded his plans on the day of his death. A
ripped-up suicide note was found two
days after Foster's death with the signature piece missing. The park police, in
explaining how the suicide took place,
alleged that Foster placed the gun in his
mouth, pulled the trigger with his thumb,
took the gun out of his mouth, re-gripped
the gun in his hand by turning it around
and placing his index finger on the trigger, fell straight backwards and landed
perfectly on his back.
Many more questions and
doubts are raised from the known facts
concerning the investigation. First, why
did the park police investigate rather than
the FBI? In the past, the FBI has always
conducted the investigations involving
the "higher-ups" of the federal government. In fact, the park police aren't even
trained to conduct a murder investigation.
Second, it is standard procedure to do a
ballistics test on any gun used during the

commission of a crime, including suicide.
and removed documents, the quantity and
quality, of which, is unknown. The
In this case, the gun was never tested to
Whit~ House has been reluctant to release
see if it was, in fact, the gun used in Foster's death. Third, a substantial effort to any of these files and the police refuse to
find the bullet that actually killed Foster release the police report and the suicide
note. As a result, the Wall Street Journal
was not made. Metal detectors were not
used to try to find the bullet. The use of has filed a suit in federal court for the
metal detectors at the crime scene would · White House's non-compliance with the
most likely have led police to the bullet if Freedom of Information Act. Further, It
it was, in fact, the place where Foster has been alleged by Arkansas State
died. Without the bullet, the police can- Troopers that Hillary Clinton was having
not establish that the gun in Foster's hand an affair with Vince Foster. Lastly, former FBI Director William Sessions
was the actual gun used in the death.
Fourth, Foster's car was not fingerprinted alleges that he was fired the day before
the death by the White House in order to
even though it was relatively close to the
crime scene, leaving the police unable to keep the FBI from investigating the case.
determine if he drove to the park alone or
if someone else was with him as he trav"We may be seeing the
eled. Fifth, no effort was made by the
police to secure Foster's office until the biggest scandal in the history
following day at 10:00 am. This lack of
of the White House."
reaction allowed three White House aids
to go through Foster's office and remove
numerous documents. As a result, vital
The questions that result from
evidence related to the death may have
what we do know are many. First, why
been concealed from the police, specifically, the appointment book that Foster was the Whjte House in such a rush to
kept detailing his plans for each work gain control over the files in Foster's
office? If they have no bearing on the
day. Sixth, the alleged suicide note was
not found until two days after the death case, why not release them to the public?
Second, was Hillary and/or Bill Clinton
and does not mention suicide anywhere.
involved in Vince Foster's death?
Further, the piece containing Foster's sigSpecifically, was Foster's death an
nature was missing. These facts, viewed
attempt
to keep him quiet about his affair
collectively, can lead one to question
with
Hillary
and the Clinton's involvewhether or not it was a suicide note, or if
ment in the Whitewater Development
Foster wrote the note at all. Lastly,
Corporation? Third, was the firing of
pathology experts agree that this death
could not have happened the way the William Session merely a coincidence or
police have described it. The pathologists an attempt to keep the FBI from investigating this case? Lastly, what part, if any,
all agree that Foster could not have been
did
Foster, himself, play in the Whitewacognizant enough after firing the gun into
ter
Development
scandal?
his mouth to turn the handgun around in
Originally,
Christopher Ruddy
his hand. Also, most experts doubt that
thought
this
case
was
a clear-cut suicide,
he would have landed on the ground in
but
if
you
listen
to
him
now, he is conthe position he did or that he would have
vinced
that
Foster
was
murdered.
Any
maintained possession of the gun in his
way
you
look
at
it,
real
problems
still
hand.
exist
in
the
given
explanation
of
Foster's
The last set of questions deal
death. At the very least, the police did a
with the White House involvement in the
poor job conducting their investigation.
investigation. Specifically, why was the
At the most, we are seeing the biggest
White House so quick to enter Foster's
scandal in the history of the White House
office and remove documents related to
unfolding.
the Whitewater Development Corporation
and what other part, if any, did the White
House play in this death? In this area of
FORUM, 1994
the case, both facts and allegations have
run rampant. It is known that at least
three White House aids entered the office
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Native American C~ltural Right~
is Topic of ILS-sponsored Event ·
By Dale Stache
Staff Writer
There is a movement to
extend cultural rights to Native
Americans. On February 2, Sabrina McCarthy, Professor at Notre
Dame Law School, was invited
by the International Law Society
(ILS) to speak about cultural
rights. It is ILS's goal to promote
understanding of international
affairs and other people's cultures. Prof. McCarthy was invited due to her work with Amnesty
International (AI). It is a goal of
ILS to establish a long term relationship with AI.
Prof. McCarthy is currently
doing research for developing a
model law that would protect
indian burial grounds. It was not
as some might have suspected to
be a broad protection. Some
states have already enacted varying degrees of protection.
The general rule today is that
the property owner who discovers
the burial ground is the owner of
the remains and artifacts. Most
owners sell their findings or create mini-museums. The model
law would provide for the
remains to stay buried or be
removed by a pan-Native American organization to determine the
tribe and then provide for a proper burial elsewhere.
Another part of the model law
would force museums to return

Notre Dame Professor Sabrina McCarthy spoke on
Native American Cultural Rights
any remains they took. Most
museums resist this claiming they
only seek to study and educate the
general public about Native
Americans. Nevertheless, the
Native Americans are offended
by this, especially since burial

grounds are considered sacred.
ILS hopes that by working
with AI it will open the possibility of research opportunities in the
near future.

Law Students Volunteer to Prepare Tax Returns
By Jen Herman
Contributor
A volunteer program that has been very successful at other law schools has finally made its way to
Valparaiso University Scool of Law. Law school
volunteers will be staffing a site in order to assist
low income individuals and families complete their
tax returns. This program was set up by the IRS in
order to provide free quality tax return advice to
people who could not normally afford to go to a paid
preparer. Valparaiso's law school became involved
at the prompting of our ABA/LSD representative
Chris Koenig. Chris brought the idea to me. After
sending out an initial flyer to students, the interest
generated seemed to warrant bringing the program
here.
Over the last month over 40 volunteers have
begun their IRS training in order to help staff this
site. This training is no small task when heaped atop

the law school work load. These volunteers will be
tested over material in an 800 page manual in order
to become accredited V.I.T.A. volunteers.
Volunteer who work especially hard are the team
captains.
Team captains for this program were
selected late last semester. These captains were
selected because of previous V.I.T.A. experience
and/or an affinity for tax law. Team captains for this
year are Christine Brookbank, Heike Cockerill, Julie
Dorn, Stephanie Jane Hahn, Steve Finley, Christine
McAsey, and Marshall Subach. Upon grading the
captains' tests, an IRS volunteer commented that it
was the best batch of tests in her experience.
During March and April these captains and their
teams of volunteers will be providing tax preparation assistance here at the law school. Individuals
will be welcomed between the hours of 9am and
lpm on Saturdays. The returns prepared by them
are simple, non-complex returns. If you are in need
of help for a return like this please stop and see us.
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Meyer To Retire After 31 Years at VUSL
Navy bell bottoms on a 24-hour pass from
Philadelphia where I was stationed."
Meyer further explains that he was on
the team prior to entering the service, but
Professor AI Meyer often asks his stuhis membership was the result of a team
dents, "When does a difference make a
which had only eight qualified players. "I
difference?" In teaching his contracts and
was one of the two others who were
Commercial Transactions courses, Profesrecruited to provide the number necessary
sor Meyer would pose the question when
for practice sessions," Meyer states. "I did
comparing and contrasting the common
get to "dress" for the games in flashy gold
law. the Restatement of Contracts (Secwarm-ups with brown flaps. Talk about
ond) and the articles and comments of the
'getting a life'!. My cup ranneth over."
Uniform Commercial C-ode.
When it comes to teaching contracts or
Come the end of this semester. the Valparaiso University Law School community UCC, Meyer is an all-star player for the K
team-in any league. His own dream
will know the answer to Professor Meyer's
_c erebral question with a certainty that team consists of starters Corbin, Williston,
Cardozo, Holmes, and Llewelyn. Strong
could never be matched if asked on a subpart of a subpart on Professor Meyer's reserves include Hand, Friendly, Gilmore,
exam and with more sadness than the fear
and Posner. Professor Meyer's instruction
of flunking one of his courses. Professor allows students not only to understand the
Meyer is retiring after thirty-one years of strange argot of contract law, but somehow
teaching at Valparaiso University School makes these "giants" of the subject come
of Law.
to life as if they were sparring about legal
Affectionately referred to as "Big AI" contract doctrine right before a capacityamongst law school students-due to his filled lecture room of law students.
lanky 6"-2' frame-Professor Meyer comWhether the professor is discussing
menced his distinguished teaching career the last shot principle, dickered terms in a
contract, promissory estoppel, four corners
at Indiana University School of Law from
v. extrinsic evidence, the sword v. shield
1954 to 1962. He then held a graduate fellowship at Columbia Law School for a
dichotomy, or determining whether an
year before returning for good to his
agreement "shocks the conscience," Professor Meyer is a stickler for learning and
undergraduate alma mater-Valpo-as a
professor. He currently holds the Seegers inwardly digesting legal theory. Although
Professorship, an endowed chair in the law · sometimes students have accused him of
school held by a member of the faculty
not having a compassionate heart around
whose salary is supported by the income
exam time, the professor .asserts he is actfrom the endowment of the named chair.
ing in good faith and for the greater benefit
of students.
The circumstances under which Professor Meyer became a teacher were not
Comments Meyer, "stressing theory is
exactly what one would call a "meeting of more important, more intellectually satisthe minds," but rather because someone fying, and more fun than the other stuff.
else was out of his mind.
Holmes, as usual said it best: 'Theory is
"I came out of the service in 1954, and
the most important part of the dogma of
took a one-year appointment as a teaching
the law as the architect is the most imporassociate at I.U. during which I hoped to
tant man who takes part in building of a
find a job in the 'real world,' explains the
house. It is not to be feared as unpractical,
Professor. [Because] I enjoyed the teachfor, to the competent, it simply means Professor AI Meyer will retire at the
ing, I continued as an associate for a secgoing to the bottom of the subject ... "'
~1 years of teaching at VUSL.
ond year and became a member of the fac"One might observe," continues ProHe attributes the cause of these differfessor Meyer, "that evils in modem educaulty in the third year as a result of the I. U.
ences
to the media, academic concontracts professor disappearing and evention such as grade inflation result from the
sumerism, and spouses. Continues Profestually committing suicide." "The rest is
emphasis on 'the other stuff' at the
sor Meyer, "Students of the past began
history," quips Meyer.
expense of the emphasis on theory."
their lives being fed every four hours, an
Or distorted history, depending on the
As Professor Meyer looks back on his
early exercise in discipline; the media con30 plus years as a molder of young minds,
rumors one hears around the law school
sisted of the home town newspaper and
that "Big AI" played for the New York
he has observed that environmental deterKnicks in the early 1940's (gullible lL's),
minism explains the major differences their radio; as inmates, the students did not
or more believable, that he was a member
between current law students when com- run the institution, there were no clerkships to be had; and with rare exceptions,
of the famed 1944 V.U. team that upset
pared to their earlier counterparts. "Stustudents were not married."
powerhouse Long Island University in
dents of today are under more environAlthough the professor is sure not to
Madison Square Garden in New York
mental and employment pressures. Job
miss
the frigid winters in Northwest IndiCity.
related anxiety, both present and future,
ana
when
he relocates to Southern CaliforThese rumors, claims Meyer are
preoccupies their minds. Externships,
nia
with
his
wife (a 1977 V.U. law alum"greatly exaggerated." Says the professor,
internships, clerkships, clinics, tax courses
nus),
you
can
bet your Valpo tuition that
"I ~ there sitting on a stool at the end of and other vocational pursuits crowd out
he
will
always
miss the constant interacthe bench, but not in the capacity of a
the life of the mind," offers Professor
tion
with
students.
player. I was in my cute, little, 14-button Meyer.
Deven Klein
News Editor

An ln1pressive Fight
The case got huge publicity in the small mining
town.
Mark was brought in on
an assault charge. The state
brought into court the
weapons he used: a cat-o'nine tails, a rifle, a six-foot
lead pole, a dagger, a pair of
shears, and a chainsaw.
Peter's counsel brought in
the complainant's weapons:

a scythe, a hoe, a mace, a
shovel, a blowtorch, six
empty cans of kerosene, a
pitchfork, and a pair of tongs.
The twelve members of
the jury filed slowly into the
courtroom. The foreman
rose, cleared his throat, and
read the verdict: "We, the
jw:y, would give $100 to have
seen that fight."

end of this academic year, after
''Teaching," states Professor Meyer,"is
a career which grants a license to steal the
most rewarding satisfaction I can envision-a perennial renewal of one's youth
as each successive class comes to participate in the learning process."
Among the activities Professor Meyer
plans to participate in with his new found
time include pro bono mediation, golf, tennis, and travel.
"I'll miss this place," states the Professor. "It's almost like Daniel Webster said
in the Dartmouth college case: 'It's a small
school, but there are those of us who love
it." '
If not in the classroom, see you at a
RRRRed Owl convenience store.
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Movies in a g{utsfie[{
fine supporting performances come from
Ben Kingsley as Schindler's Jewish
accountant and Ralph Fiennes as a sadistic
prison camp guard. This is an emotional
and powerful film which works as both historical docudrama and human tragedy. A
great ttlm which should not be missed

By Paul Richards
Staff Writer
~~~~

- Excellent

~~~-Good

~~-Tolerable
~-Awful

zero - Waste of Time

Guilty As Sin

Philadelphia **
Tom Hanks plays a homosexual lawyer
in a prestigious Philadelphia finn who gets
fired after contracting the AIDS virus.
Hanks takes his former employers to court
for wrongful termination and is represented
by a shameless ambulance-chaser (Denzel
Washington). This film works particularly
well when it deals with the relationship
between Hanks and the Washington character, who must overcome his own prejudice
and fear of homosexuals. Both Hanks and
Washington give terrific performances, but
the film ultimately fails for two reasons.
First, the members of the law frrm are not
fully developed characters, but instead are
cartoonish bigots. Second, the courtroom
scenes fall flat and present no real drama or
suspense. In the end, the performances of
Washington and Hanks (a sure bet for the
Best Actor Oscar) are the highlights of an
otherwise predictable film.

Schindler's List

****

Steven Spielberg's epic Holocaust saga
tells the story of German industrialist Oskar
Schindler, who saved 1,100 Jews from the
Nazi death camps during World War II.
The film's strength is that it tells a complete story - it begins with Schindler as a
Nazi sympathizer, continues with his slow
realization of the atrocities perpetrated by
his Nazi friends, and builds to Schindler's
elaborate and costly plan to save the lives
of his Jewish factory workers. Irish actor
Liam Neeson is superb as Schindler, and
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activities, and publications that
show an honest-to-goodnes·s
interest in working for the federal
government."
William Escobar, hiring
attorney for a large New Yorkbased law firm, stressed the
importance of a demonstrated
interest in a firm by researching
the firm before an interview.
''There is an enormous amount of
information available. There is
no reason for students to waste
their time and ours. They can
and should be prepared to have a
meaningful dialogue with our
trained interviewers." Escobar
concluded his remarks by contrasting mass mailings with a
directed application. "Mass mailings have minimal -value, but
good student preparation, an
accurate awareness of a firm's
needs and interests can make a
difference."
Criteria other than grades
were named, and the more important criteria include work ethic,
sense of humor, and perspective.
Solid credentials with evidence
that applicants can participate
effectively as a member of a team
and geographic commitment
seemed to be the top concerns.

*

Here's a real no-brainer, about a
defense attorney (Rebecca DeMomay) who
takes on the case of a playboy (Don Johnson) accused of murdering his rich wife.
This is the kind of movie where the plot
only works if the main character is a complete moron. If the DeMornay character
were half as smart as the movie's audience,
she would have realized that her client was
guilty (hence, the movie's title), but for the
plot to work she is required to be an airhead. For a superior courtroom drama, rent
A Few Good Men instead, and leave Guilty
As Sin to collect dust on the shelf at the
video-store.

Short Cuts

****

This extraordinary film, directed by
Robert Altman, is about the everyday trials
and tribulations of roughly two dozen Los
Angeles residents as they deal with infidelity, romance, murder, suicide, earthquakes,
and other assorted misfortunes. If the film
sounds depressing, believe me, it isn't.
Short Cuts is both funny and heartbreaking.
The film's strength is that Altman ftlls the
screen with a multitude of very dissimilar
characters - a waitress, TV commentator,
phone sex operator, pool cleaner, limo driver, nightclub singer, doctor, clown, police
officer, and a painter- and carefully weaves
these different lives together in such a way
that the audience cannot help but care about
them. Short Cuts boldly stands for the
proposition that filmmaking can be an art
form. A truly brilliant film.
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tliere is out tliere for our fittCe pu6{ication.
tiiianK§ a {ot. We'{{ try to prove ourse{ves
wortfiy ofyour support.
Sincere{yJ
CJJie t£ait01i
t£aitoria{ 13oarc£
anaStaff of '77ie :Fontm
~'··

Controversial University Policy
Seeks to Regulate "Hate Speech"
SPEECH CODE, FRoM PAGE

1

reform thinking," stated the Jan. 28 issue of
the Torch.
"I do not agree that punishing speech, even
hate speech, is suitable in a university setting," wrote Stan Wruble in his Torch column,
"On Politics." "The urge to counter rancorous, discriminatory. ignorant and bigoted
remarks is obviously compelling. However,
there lies a severe problem in selective
enforcement of that nonn."
Berner stressed that the targeted speech in
the revised code is that which is directed at an
individual or group that is, by community
standards, hateful, and was directed with the
intent of insulting or stigmatizing.
"The proposal's goal is not to chill political speech," said Berner.
The text of the preamble of the current
policy that is in force is:
"Racial harassment is defined as any
behavior, physical, verbal, or written that victimizes or stigmatizes an individual on the
basis of race, ethnicity, ancestry, national origin, or color and involves any of the following: ... "
The suspended portion of the code, now
being reviewed by the Campus Community
Policy Committee, is:
"3. Verbal behavior involving words that
are spoken face-to-face as a personal insult to
the listener or listeners and personally abusive
language inherently likely to provoke a negative or violent reaction by the listener or listeners towards the speaker."

The suggested revision of paragraph 3 is:

"3. The use of insulting words or symbols
when addressed directly to the individual or
individuals whom it insults or stigmatizes and
when used with the intent to insult or stigmatize. Words or symbols which 'insult' (sometimes referred to as 'fighting words') are those

which by their very utterance inflict injury or
tend to incite to an immediate breach of the
peace, and which are commonly understood to
convey direct and visceral hatred or contempt
for human beings on the basis of their race,
ethnicity, ancestry. national origin, or color."

SBA and Forum Tangle Over Budget
ByDanBuksa
Editor Emeritus
Citing concerns over budget overruns and
unaccountability, the SBA voted to deny funding to The Forum for the first time in the
paper's 24-year history.
The vote came after an unfavorable recommendation from the Budget Committee. The
committee reported to the SBA that The
Forum had run more than $400 over its proposed fall budget and that it had no report of
how or if The Forum's advertising revenue
was being put back toward the production of
the paper.
After notifying The Forum of its decision,
SBA held a special meeting of the Budget
Committee to give Forum representatives an
opportunity to answer the questions posed by
the committee.
Forum Editor-in-Chief Mike Thompson
presented Budget Committee members with a
full accounting of $1,617 in advertising revenue spent last semester. Citing never-ending
difficulties with the computer system, Thompson noted that over $500 of advertising revenue has gone into the maintenance and repair

of the computer.
The Forum received over $1,800 from the
SBA for the fall semester, slightly over half of
the total production costs for The Forum for
the semester.
"I can understand why the SBA was concerned," noted Thompson. "I think assumptions were made on both sides that should not
have been made."
On February 24th, the SBA will reconsider
the proposed Forum budget
Kip Winters, President of the SBA, commented," I want to dispel any rumor or accusations that funds were improperly used, especially for the private use of the Forum members. The SBA and myself in particular, support what The Forum does."
This action by SBA, coming one year after
an attempt by the SBA to change the selection
process for the Editor, was viewed by many as
an attempt at regulating the content of the
paper.
"After meeting with the Budget Committee, I am convinced that the Committee's concern was not sparked by an effort at censorship," said Thompson.

Fehruar~

I X~ 199-.J'

Page 9

The Fontnl

Jus Vitae & Coalition for Choice Co-Sponsor Panel Discussion
By Fred Techlin
Executive Editor
Last November in Wesemann Hall
there was a panel discussion on the Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA) sponsored by
Jus Vitae, Valparaiso's law student prolife group. The two panelists were Dinah
Farrington and Julie Wheeland. Dinah
Farrington is the executive director of
Indiana Planned Parenthood, and Julie
Wheeland is a full-time wife and mother,
and was a co-founder of Pro-Life Action.
The overall atmosphere was mostly
cordial. Ms. Wheeland seemed to be a little tense and on edge, but that was probably due to her belief that she was battling
against the largest massacre of human
beings since the Nazis occupied Europe.
Ms. Farrington was more relaxed and
friendly, but this seemed to be due to the
fact that she refused to engage in a moral
debate, and at one time said that it was
wrong to bring morality into what was
supposed to be a purely legal discussion.
Ms. Wheeland stuck with her moral arguments, however, because her entire reason
for opposing legalized abortion was based
on the belief that it is wrong to kill a fetal
human being.
The discussion originally began with
Dinah Farrington outlining her reasons for
supporting the Freedom of Choice Act.
She said that basically it was a legislative
codification of Roe v Wade. It would
eliminate in all fifty states, all informed
consent, waiting period, and spousal con-

sent laws. It would forbid medically
unnecessary regulations and any requirement of detailed reports concerning abortion procedures and outcomes. FOCA
would, however, allow state laws requiring
parental consent or notification with a
judicial bypass. Her main argument was
that FOCA was needed to eliminate the
patchwork of laws among the states with
one uniform federal law. She said that
unless the federal government forced the
states to have uniform laws, women in
some states wouldn't have as good an
opportunity to have an abortion as women
in more liberal states.
Then it was Ms. Wheeland's turn. She
began by saying that she didn't know what
FOCA to talk about. She said that there
were several different versions, and that
the public has been deceived as to what
this legislative movement is all about.
(She said that it's about thwarting any policy that delays or denies a woman's chance
to get an abortion).
Most people, she said, think that abortion is illegal after the first three months of
pregnancy, and that liberal groups are in
agreement that there should be no restrictions on abortion before fetal viability.
But when does viability lx{gin? she asked,
"FOCA doesn't say." She said that FOCA
deliberately leaves the medical term "'viability" vague so that it can be determined
in each individual case by the woman's
doctor (abortionist).
She then described the macabre D & X
procedure. (D & X is a procedure
designed to end the life of a late term

GIGGLE'S

:

fetus/pre-born baby. The entire fetus has
been born except for his or her head when
the abortionist ends the baby's life). She
then continued by saying that the attitude
of the abortionists who do this is often
flippant. "Hey, it's legal, and we don't
have to apologize." Allowing the abortionist to define "viability" is a huge loophole in FOCA, she said.
Ms. Wheeland then moved on to the
terms "life" and "health" of the mother
which also were not defined by FOCA.
She said that attempts were made to defme
these terms clearly, but that these attempts
have been lobbied against by pro-choice
groups.
According to Julie Wheeland, the
ACLU says that FOCA will overturn
parental consent and notification laws.
She said that FOCA says that "States can
require minors to involve their parents or
another responsible adult." What does
"involve" mean? And what does another
"responsible adult" mean? FOCA does
not defme "responsible adult." It could be
the abortionist, she said. She also said that
FOCA changes the burden of parental
notification from the abortionist to the
minor child. It is the child that will be
sanctioned for not notifying the parents,
not the abortionist.

access" to abortion, she said. Under
FOCA it is unclear whether "doctor only"
laws will be overturned, but it is clear that
abortion for sex-selection and birth control
will be allowed.
Ms. Wheeland concluded her summary
of what FOCA would do by saying that
Roe and FOCA are very different, and by
asking the rhetorical question, "Are the
differences between Roe v Wade and
FOCA good or not?"
Ms. Wheeland then reverted back to
the basic abortion issue by asking the
question, ..Is a fetus a human life or not?
If a fetus is not a human life, then I have
much more important things to do," she
said. We have to be careful with this
issue, she maintained, because not one
pro-choice reason justifies the killing of
another human being. "Have you satisfied
yourself whether or not a fetus is a human
life?" she asked. "Have you really
researched this?"
Ms. Wheeland then suggested that we
apply the six-year-old test. This test
applies the same arguments used to justify
the killing of a fetus to see if they still justify the killing when they're applied to a
six-year-old. She then mentioned the
arguments about adoption and child abuse.
Would you kill a six-year-old child if you
knew he was being abused?
Dinah Farrington then gave the
Ms. Wheeland maintained that the prolife movement and the ACLU both agree
Planned Parenthood response. She said
on what FOCA will do. The ACLU says
that we were there to discuss whether or
that if a public hospital doesn't offer abornot we should have a federal law, not
tions, and no abortionist is around, that about whether it was right or wrong.
may mean that the state is "restricting
SEE PANEL DISCUSSION, PAGE 10
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Faculty Propose Controversial
Curriculum Changes
CuRRICULUM CHANGE, FROM PAGE 1

on later bar testing. In a ''tonguein-cheek" comment, Professor
Stith has requested that the law
school require shorter lunch
hours so that people spend less
time eating (substance?) and
more time talking (theory?).
Other professors were apparently satisfied with the current
curriculum, or at least expressed
guarded caution. Associate Dean
Vandercoy has stated "we are fixing something that is not broken
and ...our first year curriculum is
sound, if not exemplary."
(November 23, 1993 memorandum to all faculty) and Professor
Hiller stated that perhaps the
Committee was seeking reform
for the sake of reform or to follow the trends. (An open letter to
the Curriculum Committee, October 22, 1993.)
As to his role in teaching the
first year Constitutional Law
class, Professor Bodensteiner
remains positive about the overall
changes, but does understand
possible concerns over the task of
studying for a 4 or 5 hour exam

as a first year student.
Concerning the role of our
faculty representatives, there was
apparently some questions about
granting a first year representative the opportunity to vote on
this issue, but Renee George was
finally able to vote and did do in
the affinnative. As to why she
voted to approve the restructuring, Ms. George cited to "much
discussion with the faculty, especially Professor Blomquist"
where she gained "positive
knowledge". Ms. George also
stated she had experience with
education as a substitute teacher.
Apparently there were a few of
Ms. George's classmates who
approached her with questions
about the changes, but she did
not elaborate on those concerns.
Ms. George has asked that
Dean V andercoy and Professor
Blomquist issue a statement to
the student body. Once such a
statement is released, The Forum
invites all concerned faculty and
students to comment on the new
first year curriculum.

Panel Discussion on
Abortion Held in Nov.
PANEL DISCUSSION, FROM PAGE 9

Abortion is legal, and that's that,
she said.
She then continued by saying
that it was important to leave the
meaning of the term "viability"
up to the doctor. This is because
the decision (to have an abortion)
must be between an abortionist
and his patients. Also, the broad
defmition of "health" in FOCA is
good because it will allow more
women in more states to have
late term abortions. This is
because most states currently ~
fer a narrow definition of
"health" that doesn't include psychological or economic wellbeing.
Ms.
Farrington
then
addressed the consent issue by
saying that it is important to have
a judicial bypass because a young
girl's parents may not understand
all the relevant issues involved in
an abortion. She then cited
Maine's parental consent law
which requires consent from
either a nurse, a teacher, a social
worker, or a parent, but not the
actual person who does the abortion.

Ms. Farrington then concluded by saying that women aren't
stupid. Women don't get abortions fCX' birth control, she asserted, they just don't wanf to have a
baby.
The last gasp of presentation
was had by Ms. Wheeland when
she said that abortion is immoral
and that we, as a people, have the
right to legislate moral laws that
cover you, me, and Jeffrey Dahmer. And then she asked why

there are third trimester abortions. Even if a pregnancy threatens the life of the mother we have
the technology to save the life of
the baby. H the mother wants to
keep her child, they save the
baby; but if the mother does not
want the child, an abortionist
legally destroys it.
Finally, there was a discussion. The first question was
asked by a pro-choice young
lady; during the question, the
moderator, Dean Gaffney, fell
asleep (he had recently returned
from Washington D.C.). When
he woke up twenty minutes later,
the well-intentioned young lady
was still asking her question, so
Dean Gaffney politely suggested
that we move on and allow time
for a response and some other
questions.
By this time I was getting
really bored and hungry, and I
wondered when they would finally resolve this issue. So I mentioned to Ms. Farrington that
Wisconsin has a law prohibiting a
pregnant woman from drinking
alcohol or taking drugs. ••1s this a
good law? And if it is, then does
it express a legitimate state interest in protecting unborn children?" I asked. But Dinah said it
was a bad law, and soon the discussion was over.

February 18~ 199-l

_

The Next Deadline for The Forum
is March 18, 1994.
Articles and Letters to the Editor must be submitted on computer diskette. Diskettes are available on reserve at the circulation
desk of the library.

Want to see something different in The Forum?
Staff meetings are on Mondays at 10:00 a.m. in
room 202, Heritage Hall. All are welcome. You
can make a difference.

Upcoming Events
By Leslie Kralis
Staff Writer

To be held in the Atrium.

8 p.m., lllustrated Talk. Sue Taylor: Pop!

Friday, February 18

Art, Desire, & Money. Union Great Hall.

4:00 p.m., Law School Musicale in
the Atrium. All are welcome to
come, admission is free!

Thursday, February 24

NAPIL Midwest Regional Training.
Northwestern School of Law.
U.S. Army JAGC Interviews.
Career Services.
TARTIJFFE, directed by Julian Brown.
8 p.m., Kroencke Hall Theatre.

11 a.m.- 3 p.m., Third Annual "Soul Food"
Luncheon in the Atrium. Buy your tickets
now!!

All-day, Movies on the African-American
Experience, Atrium.
4 p.m., WLSA meeting. Look on the bulletin
board for the time.

Saturday, February 19

Saturday, February 26

6:30p.m., Barrister's Ball.
Convention Center, Ambassador
Room, Radisson Hotel.

Client Counseling Competition,
University of illinois School
of Law.

Hispanic Law Student's Association
Moot Court Competition. Fordham
School of Law, New York. Good luck,
HLSA!

Monday, February 28

Mtemoon, VU Women's Basketball Game.
Wisconsin-Green Bay
Athletic & Recreational Center (ARC).
7:30, VU Men's Basketball Game.
Wisconsin-Green Bay, ARC.

10:00 -- Forum Meeting, Room 202, Heritage Hall.
Here's your chance to make the paper reflect your
views.
Black History Speaker, TBA.
Interviews for the Lake County
Prosecutor. Career Services.

TAR1UFFE, 8 p.m., Kroencke Hall Theatre.

lL Westlaw training through March 4th.
Westlaw Lab.

Sunday, February 20

Thesday, March 1

4 p.m., VU Symphony Orchestra, Chapel
of the Resurrection.

3:45 p.m., Federalist Society Meeting.
Heritage Hall.

TARTUFFE, 1:30 p.m., Kroencke Hall Theatre.

Saturday, March S

Monday, February 21

Spring Vacation Begins!

10:00 Forum Meeting, Room 202, Heritage Hall.
All are welcome!

Things to keep in mind:

1L W estlaw training through the 25th.
Westlaw Lab.
7:30, VU Men's Basketball Game.

Eastern Illinois, ARC.

Thesday, February 22

Public Service Scholarship Applications
are in...pick one up from Mary Beth.
Deadline is May 2nd
Alumni Affairs Phone Bank is from March 28thMarch 30.

NOTICE
If any student group would like information pub-

Mter all was said and done,
both sides moved into the atrium
for refreshments and some more
thoughtful discussion. ·

3:45 p.m., Federalist Society Meeting.
Heritage Hall.
VU Women's Basketball Game.
Loyola, ARC.

Wednesday, February 23
5 p.m., African Talking Drums presentation.

lished concerning meetings, special events, or fund
raisers, this is your chance to get free advertising!
Please drop a note in Locker #255 specifying the
event, time, date, and place. The next Forum deadline is March 18th, please have your information in
by then.
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Shooting From the Lip

A Plethora of Sports
By Adam Karp
Sports Editor
In the early 1980's, Georgetown basketball was a basketball
power that fans either loved or
hated. However, over the last
five years, the luster of the Hoyas
has worn off. During their era of
reign, Georgetown had such
notable players as Patrick Ewing,
Alonzo Mourning, Dikem be
Mutombo, Reggie Williams,
David Wingate, Michael Graham, Charles Smith, and Eric
"Sleepy" Floyd. The Hoyas were
known for their dominant inside
play, and their attack style pressing defense.
Georgetown
reached the Final Four three
times and won 1 championship.
The basketball program has
diminished in the same way that
UCLA did after winning 7
straight championships from
1967-1973.
What is the reason for the
demise? One possible reason is
that coach John Thompson is
more interested in teaching than
recruiting. Star sophomore center Othella Harrington's major
reason for attending Georgetown
was the ability to follow in the
legacy of the previous great centers of the Hoyas. As long as
Thompson remains head coach,
the Hoyas will always be able to
attract a star center prospect.
However, Georgetown has struggled to recruit the talented players at the other positions that they
used to recruit.
In the early 1980's, Thompson
was a rarity in that he was one of
the very few head basketball
coaches that was black. This fact
helped Thompson recruit black
players who felt that they would
receive a "fairer chance to play"
and more respect as a player/person than they would receive from
a white head coach. During the
1980's, several sports personalities would remark at the fact that
the entire Georgetown basketball
team consisted of all black players while the Georgetown student
body was predominately white.
Some critics argued that
Thompson would deliberately
avoid recruiting a talented white
basketball player. This argument
received some credibility -when
then top high school recruit
Danny Ferry commented that
Thompson did not try to recruit
him to play at Georgetown. As a
high school senior, Ferry was
widely regarded as one of the top
three seniors in the country.
Ferry played high school ball in
the Georgetown's backyard at
DeMatha High School in D.C ..
Also, Ferry's father, Bob Ferry,
was the general manager of the
Washington Bullets.
Ferry
attended Duke University and
had a tremendous college career,
leading the school to 3 Final Four
appearances. There was no justifiable reason for Thompson not
making an effort to recruit Ferry.
Thompson also had a pipeline
o f ta lent from D unbar H igh
School in D.C.. Dunbar provided

Georgetown with such talent as
Reggie Williams and David
Wingate. At that time, Dunbar
was coached by Bob Wade, a
black head coach. Wade subsequently moved on to Maryland in
1986(Because of the Len Bias
Death) and Georgetown has
never recruited another player
from this high school basketball
power.
The significance of Wade's
move to Maryland is another reason for the declining basketball
program at Georgetown. College
Basketball has become a primary
revenue source for college athletic departments. Many colleges
fund their other athletic teams
from the revenue gained from
their football and basketball programs. Many college staffs had.
black assistant coaches for
recruiting purposes, but few
blacks were head coaches. During the early 1980's, the only
black head coaches were Thompson, George Raveling, and Nolan·
Richardson.
After watching the success of
Georgetown, a large number of
schools have hired black head
coaches in order to help build a
similar program. The proliferation of black head coaches
included John Chaney(Temple),
Larry
Farmer
&
Walt
Hazzard(UCLA),
Leonard
Hamilton(Oklahoma State,
Miami), Randy Ayers(Ohio
State), Stu Jackson(Wisconsin),
Ricky Byrdsong(Detroit Mercy,
Northwestern),
Clem
Haskins(Westem Kentucky, Minnesota),
Wade
Houston(Louisville), John Shumate(SMU), Mike Jarvis(Boston
U., George Washington), Todd
Bozeman(California), Larry
Finch(Memphis State) and Perry
Clark(Tulane). For the most part,
these coaches have done excellent work. This great influx of
black head coaches has tarnished
the appeal of John Thompson.
Top black high school basketball
players that desire to play for a
black coach now have more of a
choice in deciding where to
attend school.
This commentary is not to
attack the credibility of John
Thompson; Thompson is a strong
proponent of education and
should be commended for the
high graduation rate of the people
that have played for him. However, there has been much discussion about how the Big East has
fallen as one of the top basketball
conferences in the country. Over
the last several years, the conference has lost such big name
coaches as Rick Pitino, Lou Carneseca, and Rollie Masimino.
The conference has had trouble
keeping the top area talent from
leaving to attend other schools.
Also, the NCAA's placement of
Syracuse on probation hurt the
conference. However, Thompson has not shown the enthusias n an vigor that he once
showed as coach and recruiter.
Maybe the loss as Olympic Raske ball Coach in 1988 took some-

thing out of him. Thompson
received a great deal of negative
publicity for his coaching and
more importantly, for the team he
selected. Thompson's apparent
lost interest is a major reason for
the decline of the Big East as a
basketball power.
Two weekends ago, the Westem college basketball teams gave
another indication that they are
not ready to rejoin the South and
Midwest as the top areas for college basketball. Lute Olson,
coach of Arizona, has griped for
the last 5 years that the c.o llege
teams in the West do not receive
the credit that other teams in
country received. Arizona's
quick exit in the tournament the
last 4 years has quieted Olson.
UCLA lost to Notre Dame 81-63;
a team like UCLA, who is claiming for recognition as a national
power, cannot lose to a 6-13 team
by 18 points. On the same day,
Arizona lost to Washington by 10
points; Washington was 3-15 at
the time. The West's only hope
is California; California has a
great inside/outside combination
in Jason Kidd and Lamond Murray, but they have lost several
players to injury and transfer.
Monty Williams, Notre Dame
star swing player, has been garnering a great deal of notoriety as
a pot ~ntial high draft pick in the
uproming NBA draft. Talent
w . .se, Monty Williams deserves
tO be a high draft pick. The problem is that Williams has a history
of heart problems. Although
Williams has been billed as being
healthy, Williams missed two
years because of suspected heart
problems. Former Celtic star
Reggie Lewis and Loyola Marymount University star Hank
Gathers died on the court from
heart ailments. Also, former
South Carolina star Joe Rhett had
to give up the game after receiving a pacemaker.
Teams drafting in the top half of
the draft will be scared to use a
high pick on Williams. Williams

will be subject to a tremendous
number of medical tests prior to
the draft.
Many people were surprised
with the recent hiring of Buddy
Ryan as the head coach of the
Phoenix Cardinals. The critics of
Buddy Ryan point to Ryan's
inability to win a playoff game as
head coach of the Philadelphia
Eagles and his constant ability to
cause turmoil on a team. These
two facts are definitely true.
However, Ryan is a winner.
Wherever Ryan works, the team
seems to have an impressive
defense and reach the playoffs.
Ryan built the desolate Eagles
into a playoff contender within 3
years. Ryan's problems with the
Eagles were his inability to
develop a consistent offense
around quarterback Randall Cunningham and his "philosophical
differences" with Eagles Owner
Norman Braman.
However, Phoenix is the perfect team for Ryan. Phoenix has
an impressive array of young talent on both sides of the ball. In
comparing this offense to his former Eagles offense, the Cardinals
have two good running
backs(Garrison Hearst(when
healthy) and Ron Moore), three
good receivers(Gary Clark, Ricky
Proehl, and Randall Hill), and a
good young line. Ryan's offense
in Philadelphia consisted of Cunningham throwing to tight-end
Keith Jackson or running back
Keith Byars or Cunningham
scrambling behind a terrible
offensive line. Also, with free
agency, Ryan will be able to
attract his former defensive
standout players such as Clyde
Simmons, Seth Joyner, and Sean
Jones. Since moving to Phoenix,
the Cardinals have never been
above .500 and have had poor
attendance marks. With Ryan,
the Cardinals will have an identity and their talent could mean a
10 win season and the playoffs.
The arrival of free agency
might be a major reason why for-

mer Bears' coach Mike Ditka has
not been hired as head coach
somewhere else. Despite Ditka's
success, teams may not hire him
because free agent players will
not want to play for him. Ditka's
style of emotionally abusing and
ridiculing players will not help
recruit attractive free agents looking for lucrative contracts. A
player today will not want to subject himself to the abuse of Ditka.
My fmal point deals with the
Tonya Harding/Nancy Kerrigan
affair or as ESPN calls it, Skategate. It is interesting how every
reporter is determining the legal
fate of Tonya Harding. I am in
my final year of law school and I
am not even sure what is going to
happen to Harding(Could be a
reflection of teaching at this
school). It reminds me of when
Joe Theisman broke his leg on
Monday Night Football in 1985.
ABC analysts Joe Namath and
Frank Gifford began providing a
medical diagnosis of the Theism an's injury. I remember
Namath saying "I've seen Joe get
hit like that often and he will
bounce back up any second".
Obviously, one has to feel sorry
for Nancy Kerrigan. However,
I think that Kerrigan should concentrate more on winning the
gold at the Olympics than on the
endorsements, the television
rights of the story, and hosting
Saturday Night Live on March
12. Nancy Kerrigan did not ask
for the publicity. One can legitimately argue that Kerrigan is at
the height of her popularity and
that she should get all that she
could get. However, the fact that
she had her own skating show
called "Nancy Kerrigan and
. Friends" on two different networks, it made me feel like it was
a Bob Hope special. I just want
her to concentrate on the
Olympics and then worry about
the publicity.
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Lawtoons

Obiter...
• Andorra, the tiny country
nestled in the Pyrenees between
Spain and France, recently
reported an annual defense budget of $4.90. The money was
used to buy blank cartridges to
be fired on national holidays.
• While he was Vice-President,
Gerald Ford had dinner with his
wife at a Chinese restaurant in
Vail, Colorado. One of the fortune cookies they opened had the
message, You ARE ABOUT TO

••. And S'o as ihi~ course
-to a cl~e, .ra (\Ice you a(( -to
qo +or-th in Y<Jllr le<3a\
cafeer"s ~Ji-th a dEep
Dt"d profound appreciation
\ +or wh~ ..:r. believe i 5 -the
mos.( .+ultd(i"S and .
fife-al.:trmi~ p(ofeS~t\

in ihe voiverse.
'fhat\k yeo.

HAVE A CHANGE OF ADDRESS.

1haAk yoo s-o Muc.J, H I H ' Ice ~

+J\a"k the Acade"''{ ~ l'd also
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• The only state in the United
States that has never had a foreign flag fly over it is Idaho.
• Corn has been domesticated
so fully that it is no longer capable of reproducing itself in the
wild.
• Ida Lupino was born under a
dining-room table in London
during a Zeppelin raid in World
War I.
It is possible to contract
rabies from bats merely by
breathing the air in the cave
where they stay.
• Guards at the Alamos, Mexico, jail are required to serve out
the remaining sentences of any
prisoners who escape while they
are on duty.

Americans Deserve a Lawyer in Every Pot
By Mike Royko
Guest Columnist
The elderly woman said her neighbors
are driving her crazy. They have noisy
parties, their kids throw junk in her yard
and their dog barks at all hours of the
night. When she complains, the neighbors
are rude.
She calls the police but they are busy
with more serious crime.
"So I went to a lawyer in my neighborhood and asked him if he could do something," she said. "But he told me that
mostly he does real estate closings and
wills and things like that. And it was just a
neighbor thing and it wouldn't be worth
his bother, and besides, I couldn't afford
it."
This woman is an example of one of
the most serious social injustices in this
country. She does not have a lawyer of
her own. When she needs one, she has to
go scrounge around.
Even if she found a lawyer to take her
case, he probably wouldn't be top-drawer
because she is a person of modest means
and can't afford the best legal care.
It's clear what this country needs is a
massive overhaul of the legal system,leading to Comprehensive Legal Care for
every American.
I'm surprised President Clinton, his
wife and Congress haven't placed that as
an entitlement high on their agenda to
make us happier.
Many millions of Americans have no
legal care. Others have to depend on some
neighborhood storefront lawyer, who is no
match for some slickster from a big fmn.
Every day, hundreds of thousands of
Americans go into traffic courts and plead
guilty, even when they are innocent.
Why? Because they can't pay a lawyer to

get them off the hook.
Others go to divorce courts and feel
they got shafted because their lawyer was
not zealous or clever enough.
It isn't that there aren't enough
lawyers. We have more than 800,000 in
this country. That's 150,000 more lawyers
than physicians.
The problem is in the way the law
industry operates.
Most of the brightest lawyers try to
join big, established law firms, where they
can represent corporations and individuals
who have lots of money, so they can
become wealthy themselves.
Let some bag lady walk into one of
these plush firms and say she wants to sue
someone for shoving her off a heated sidewalk grate. Why, she won't get past the
reception desk.
Others specialize in real estate, zoning,
taxation, estate planning, work for corporations, or concentrate on other specialties.
That means they have no time to bother
with someone who doesn't have real
estate, a corporation, a big tax problem or
an estate to plan.
Ask one of them to go to police court
and represent you for punching out someone in a bar and they will turn up their
noses.
The result is the average mope gets no
legal care or only that which might be second-rate.
Consider someone like Hillary Rodham Clinton. She is said to have been one
of the finest lawyers in the country when
she was back in Arkansas with Governor
Bill, and I don't doubt it
But did she represent some snaggletoothed Ozarks Rufus in a dispute with
neighbors over possession of stray pigs?
No, despite her social conscience and
compassion for common folk, she was in

an executive boardroom, showing corporate suits how to structure multi-milliondollar deals.
The same can be said for her husband,
also a lawyer, and the many other lawyers
in the Clinton inner circle, as well as the
Congress. Few, if any, ever went to court
to battle over child custody or possession
of the car and stereo and dog.
The system demands change. We
should have a system of National Legal
Care that would assure Americans a lifetime of the finest legal care. The lowliest
purse snatcher should be assured of legal
care equal to that of the wealthiest Wall
Street swindler. And at reasonable prices.
Or no price, for those who don't have
money, or prefer spending their money on
fun things.
This could be done by breaking up the
big law firms and assigning lawyers to
Legal Maintenance Organizations. Then,
Americans could have their choice of
which LMO they want to belong to.
To cut down on waste, the government
could establish a bureaucracy - or require
states to do it - that would decide how
much a lawyer could charge for any service and to reject needless meetings, phone
calls, briefs, motions and other billpadding practices.
they could also set limits on how much
they could spend on ties and tasseled
loafers.
The bureaucracy could also set other
professional quotas, such as how many
lawyers can specialize. That could force
many lawyers who chase ambulances to
instead settle family disputes over who
inherits grandpa's three-flat.
How could this be financed? Through
a variety of special taxes on yellow legal
pads, expensive cigars, cuff links, health
club memberships and other legal necessi-

ties. There could also be law school
tuition taxes, graduation taxes, bar test
taxes, and a special tax on the income of
any lawyer who works for a governmental
agency, a higher tax on lawyers who run
for public office, an even higher tax on
those lawyers who win election and a 100
percent re-election tax. Let them live on
their campaign boodle.
And who would administer this new,
fair, Comprehensive Legal Care system?
The answer is obvious. A panel of
impartial doctors.
I'm sure the Clintons would consider
that only fair.
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Legally Speaking
"The Law: It has honored us;
may we honor it."
- DANIEL WEBSTER

On This Day...
Feb. 20, 1809- Hope v Boardman
Feb. 24, 1803 -Marbury v Madison.
Feb. 27, 1951 - 22nd Amendment
ratified.
March 6, 1857 - Scott v Sanford
March 9, 1964- New York Times
v Sullivan
March 11, 1936 - Justice Antonin
Scalia born
March 16, 1810 -Fletcherv Peck
March 18, 1963 - Gideon v Wainwright

